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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This- action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 10, lines 1-2, 
"said sign holder" should apparently be "said frame" since there is no antecedent basis for "said 
sign holder". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1,7,1 1, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kenney (U.S. Patent No. 6,151,822). 

Kenney shows in figures 1-3 a frame comprising: 
a first sheet member (11) having a transparent top wall portion having an inner 
top wall surface and an outer top wall surface defined by connected edges, and a top 
side wall portion (22,22,24) aligned with each of said connected edges other than a particular 
one (top edge) thereof; said side wall portions extending outwardly from said inner top wall 
surface; and a second sheet member (12) including a bottom wall portion having an inner 
bottom wall surface and an outer bottom wall surface defined by joined edges 
extending parallel to said connected edges, and a bottom sidewall portion (22,22,24) extending 
outwardly from said inner bottom wall surface and disposed substantially parallel to 
and inwardly laterally adjacent to each of said top side wall portions so as to form 
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between said inner top wail surface and said inner bottom wall surface a substantially 
closed cavity accessible through an opening adjacent to said particular coimected 
edge. In regard to claims 7 and 17, the attachment mechanism is considered to be the glue or 
welding, see column 2, lines 48-50. In regard to claim 11, Kenney shows in figure 1 that the top 
wall portion is rectangular. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goserud 
(U.S. Design Patent No. 447,052) in view of Harwell et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,295,750). 

Goserud shows in figures 6-8 a fi'ame comprising: 
a first sheet member (the upper planar sheet in figure 7) having a transparent top wall portion 
having an irmer .top wall surface and an outer top wall surface defined by connected edges, and a 
second sheet member (the lower planar sheet in figure 7) including a bottom wall portion having 
an irmer portion wall surface and an outer bottom wall surface defined by joined edges 
extending parallel to said connected edges, and between said inner top wall surface and said 
inner bottom wall surface a substantially closed cavity accessible through an opening adjacent to. 
the upper edge, Goserud shows a spacer used to connect the first sheet member to the second 
sheet member. Goserud does not disclose attaching top wall portions to the first sheet member 
and bottom wall portions to the second sheet member. Harwell et al. shows in figures 1-3 a first 
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sheet member (13) that includes top wall portions (23) and a second sheet member (15) that 
includes bottom wall portions (the flanges of 15 that directly engage the wall portions 23 of the 
first sheet member, see figure 3). In view of the teachings of Harwell et al it would have been 
obvious to one in the art to modify Goserud by attaching top wall portions to the first sheet 
member and bottom wall portions to the second sheet member since this would allow the first 
and second sheet members to be attached together in an easier and more secure manner and 
would help to prevent the outer surfaces of the shell parts fi-om being scratched and would allow 
a plurality of the holders to be stacked together as taught by Harwell et al. column 2, lines 62-67 
and column 3, lines 1-5. In regard-to claims 2-5,7,8,12-15,17, and 18, Harwell et al. shows in 
figure 3 that the external surfaces of the bottom side wall portions engage the internal surfaces of 
the top side wall portions and the outer edges of the bottom side wall portions engage the inner 
top wall surfaces and Harwell et al. discloses in column 4, lines 43-45 the idea of welding the 
wall portions together. In regard to claims 6,9,16, and 19, Harwell et al. shows in figure 3 that 
the total width of the second sheet member between outer edges of the bottom side wall portions 
and the outer bottom wall surface is substantially equal to a uniform length of the top side wall 
portions. In regard to claim 10, Goserud does not disclose whether the total thickness of the 
fi*ame between the outer top wall and the outer bottom wall surface is less than .06 inches. It 
would have been an obvious matter of design to one have ordinary skill in the art to make the 
total thickness of Goserud less than .06 inches since where the only difference between the prior 
art and the claims is a recitation of relative dimensions of the claimed device and a device having 
the claimed relative dimensions would not perform differently than the prior art device, the 
claimed device is not patentably distinct fi-om the prior art device, see MPEP 2144.04, IV., A 
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and the court citing contained therein. In regard to claim 11, Goserud shows in figure 6 that the 
top wall portion is rectangular. In regard to claims 20 and 21, Harwell et al. shows in figures 1- 
3 that the width of the first sheet member would be as defined in claim 20 and the length of the 
first sheet member would be as defined in claim 21. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Brian K. Green whose telephone number is (703) 308-101 1. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am-3 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (703) 308-0629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained fi"om either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fi-ee). 
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